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Why does it matter?

EEA Air Quality in Europe – 2016 report



The European Union’s Clean Air Policy Package

The Package includes a Clean Air Programme for Europe, updating the 
2005 Thematic Strategy on Air Pollution in order to set new objectives for 
EU air policy for 2020 and 2030.

The main legislative instrument to achieve the 2030 objectives of this 
programme is Directive 2016/2284/EU (NECD) on the reduction of 
national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants (entered into force 
on 31 December 2016). 

• 2010 (Annex I) emission ceilings remain applicable until 31 December 
2019 and Annex II ceilings will be repealed from 01 July 2018;

• New emission reduction commitments for 2020 and 2030;

• New NECD transposes the reduction commitments for 2020 taken by 
the EU and its Member States under the revised Gothenburg Protocol.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2016.344.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2016:344:TOC


New NECD: Reporting of inventories and 
projections

EU Member States report (inter alia):

Each year emission inventory information for past years 
(“CLRTAP pollutants”), and

Every two years emission projections for SO2, NOx, NH3, 
NMVOC, PM2.5 and, if available, black carbon (BC). The 
projections shall cover the years 2020, 2025, 2030. 

Reporting deadlines:

Emission inventories – 15/02/2017 and every year thereafter;

Emission projections – 15/03/2017 and every two years 
thereafter.



Six reporting obligations under the new NECD
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Interpretation of the new NECD



EU progress in meeting emission ceilings and 2020, 2030 
reduction commitments

The GAINS analysis 
underlying the proposed 
NECD targets (TSAP16) 
excluded the NOx and 
NMVOC emissions from two 
main agricultural activities: 
manure management and 
agricultural soils (3B & 3D)-
from base year 2005 to the 
target year 2030.

The distance to ceilings 
was calculated based 
on unadjusted
emissions.



• Member States (MS) wishing to adjust their data must first 
notify the European Commission (EC), by 15 February each year, 
and subsequently submit a range of documentation (by 15 
March each year) for review by the Commission. 

• In 2017, adjustment applications were submitted by nine 
Member States: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg and Spain.

• Following a review of these applications by the EC, and if 
approved, the number of MS exceeding one or more emission 
ceilings in 2015 would decrease from ten to four, with emissions 
from Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Ireland and 
Luxembourg now being below all of their respective ceilings. 
Austria would be very close to meeting all its ceilings. 

Adjustment of emission inventories under the new NECD



Progress for NOx emissions

WM = with measures



Progress for NMVOC emissions

WM = with measures



Progress for SO2 emissions

WM = with measures



Progress for NH3 emissions



Progress for PM2.5 emissions

Germany, Croatia, Lithuania 
and Romania submitted “with 
additional measures” 
scenarios (WAM).

WM = with measures



NOx emissions and projections for Germany



NH3 emissions and projections for Germany
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• The greatest effort will be required for Member States to 
achieve their reduction commitments for primary PM2.5 and 
NH3 emissions by 2030 (WAM?). 

• National Pollution Control Programmes: Member States will 
also have to focus on the Directive’s health (and 
environmental) objectives, i.e. strive for achieving air quality 
levels in line with the WHO guidelines.

Challenges!

https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/air-pollution-from-agriculture-eu


Anke.luekewille@eea.europa.eu

eea.europa.eu/air

Thank you!

Thanks also to the 
ETC/ACM colleagues at 
UBA Vienna!


